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The  Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation  was  established  in  1976 
to  provide  the  means  to  assist  in  the 
preservation  of  the  Province's 
historic  buildings,  sites  and  objects 
and  to  encourage  and  promote  public 
awareness  of  Alberta's  past. 
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The  Foundation 

The  Foundation  is  a  Provincial 
Crown  Agency,  able  to  involve 
Albertans  directly  with  its  program- 
mes and  projects.  Donations  and  be- 
quests of  funds  or  property  receive 
the  tax  benefit  of  a  donation  to  the 
Crown. 

Membership  is  only  $5.00  a  year.  It 
entitles  a  supporter  to  receive  the 
Foundation's  quarterly  magazine 
which  includes  notices  of  Foundation 
activities  and  forthcoming  exhibi- 
tions at  the  Foundation's  office  and 
gallery  and  heritage  activities 
throughout  the  Province. 

Albertans  are  invited  to  contact  the 
Foundation's  office  with  their  en- 
quiries, news  and  information  of  sub- 
jects and  events  which  they  want  to 
share  through  the  pages  of  the 
magazine. 

Please  direct  all  enquiries  to: 
Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation 

102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E. 
Calgary,  Alberta  T2G  0K6 
Telephone  (403)  297-7320 

Cornerstone:  A  stone  forming  a  part 
of  a  corner  or  angle  in  a  wall; 
specifically  such  a  stone  laid  at  a 
formal  ceremony  or;  the  most  basic 
element;  the  foundation  of. 

ISSN0707-705X 

The  Cornerstone,  Page  2 


The 


Cornerstone 

Journal  of  the  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 


COVER  PHOTO:  The  Joseph  Devilder  home  built 
on  the  St.  Ann  Ranch,  Trochu  Valley.  Joseph 
Devilder,  a  wealthy  French  ex-cavalry  officer,  was 
one  of  the  three  partners  in  the  St.  Ann  Ranch 
Trading  Company  established  in  1904-5.  This 
picture  of  the  house  was  taken  in  1937.  It  had  been 
enlarged  by  this  time  by  Devilder' s  sister,  who 
operated  the  General  Store  in  the  village  of  Trochu 
Valley. 

Photo  Credit:  Lorene  Frere  Collection 
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IjOTTERIES 


IN  MEMORIAM 


It  is  with  deep  regret  The  Founda- 
tion announces  the  sudden  death  on 
September  3,  1988,  of  Lloyd  French, 
Fairview,  a  recent  appointee  to  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

As  a  member  of  the  Board's  Public 
Awareness  Committee,  Lloyd  con- 
tributed greatly  with  his  experience, 
enthusiasm  and  dedication.  He  also 
played  an  important  role  as  an  advisory 
member  of  the  Dunvegan  Historical 
Society. 

Our  deepest  sympathy  goes  out  to  his 
family  and  friends  in  Fairview. 


EVELYN  de  MILLE 
REFERENCE  LIBRARY 

The  Evelyn  de  Mille  Reference 
Library  located  in  the  Foundation's 
headquarters,  102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E. ,  is 
open  to  its  members  and  general  public 
from  8:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  Monday  to 
Friday. 

The  publications  in  the  library  relate 
to  the  various  aspects  of  Alberta's 
history  and  preservation  matters.  The 
list  is  extensive,  but  it  includes  such 
items  as  the  following: 

Local,  Oral,  School  and  Family 
Histories;  Heritage  Journals; 
Newsletters;  Tour  Guides; 
Management,  Administration  and 
Financing  of  Heritage  and 
Preservation  Projects;  Old  House 
Journals;  Bibliographies;  Indices; 
Directories;  Catalogues; 
Encyclopedias;  N.W.M.P., 
Missions,  Ethnic,  Native 
Histories;  Champlain  Society 
Publications;  National  Trust 
material  —  England  and  the 
United  States. 

The  library  welcomes  the  donation 
of  books  relating  to  Alberta  history  — 
new  publications,  books  from  estate 
settlements  or  those  that  no  longer  fit 
your  book  shelf.  Remember  the 
Foundation  before  throwing  them  out! 


Board  of  Directors  Meeting 
Medicine  Hat  June  17  19 


The  Board  Meeting  held  in  Medicine 
Hat,  June  17-19,  1988,  had  a  full  agenda: 

A  special  dinner  honoring  retiring  Board 
Member,  Jack  Barrie. 

Interpretive  tours  conducted  by  Dr.  Roy 
Wilson  of  the  downtown  esplanade  and 
historic  residential  area. 

Official  opening  of  the  Riverside  Park 
and  Transit  Terminal. 

Cypress  Club  Reception,  honoring  the 
oldest  private  club  in  Alberta  and  the  Down- 
town Revitalization  Program. 

The  Board  was  very  pleased  to  have  had 
the  opportunity  to  see  first-hand  the  preser- 
vation happenings  in  Medicine  Hat. 


Photo  Credit:  C.  Wilson 
Left  to  right:  Robert  Graham.  Director  of 
the  Alberta  Main  Street  Program;  Ted 
Grimm,  Mayor  of  Medicine  Hat;  Hugh 
Craig,  Chairman,  Alberta  Historical 
Resources  Foundation. 
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RECENT  GRANTS 

Miller  Barn,  Rockyford 

1^  - 


Stephen  G.  Stephanson 
Society 


The  Foundalit)!!  recently  approved  a 
$5,000  grant  towards  the  structural  stabiliz- 
ation and  restoration  of  this  unique  barn,  it  is 
an  excellent  example  of  early  20th  Century 
farm  barn  architecture  when  farming  was 
done  by  horses. 

Built  in  1916  by  Albert  Miller  and 
William  demons,  it  has  modern  facilities  to 
lessen  the  farmer's  labour.  Mounted  on  the 
roof  is  a  13'  diameter  windmill  which  pro- 
vided the  engergy  for  pumping  water,  for 
driving  an  elevator  to  lift  oats  into  an  over- 
head hopper  and  for  grinding  grain. 

The  barn  contains  24  stalls  and  has 
mechanical  hoists,  tracks  and  trolleys  for 
bringing  in  hay  and  for  removing  manure. 

This  landmark  is  now  owned  by  Albert 
Miller's  grandson,  James  Miller  and  his 
family,  who  have  applied  for  historic 
designation  of  the  barn. 


REMINDER 

The  next  GRANT  FUNDING  date  is 
February  1st,  in  the  following 
categories: 

Feasibility  &  Planning  Studies 
Historic  Resource  Preservation 
Workshops,  Seminars,  Conferences 
Research 

Professional  Development 

Education 

Publications 

Cemeteries 

Heritage  Awareness 

For  further  information  call: 
Esther  Brown, 

Director  of  Programmes,  297-7320. 


A  $1,000  grant  to  the  Stephen  G. 
Stephanson  Society,  Innisfail,  has  been 
approved  by  the  Foundation's  Board  of 
Directors,  towards  the  cost  of  material  for  its 
Fjallkona  costume. 

Members  of  the  Society  did  the  sewing 
for  this  traditional  cultural  gown,  which  is 
worn  during  special  Icelandic  celebrations. 

Book  Launch 

The  Niton-Foley  Timber  Historical 
Society  held  a  book  launching  ceremony  at 
the  Niton  Hall  in  Niton  Junction,  Alberta,  on 
August  20,  1988,  to  launch  their  new  pub- 
lication THEN  AND  NOW,  a  local  history 
of  the  Niton-Foley  Timber  area.  A  video 
was  taken  of  the  ceremony. 


Photo  Credit:  Yvonne  Piffko 

(Julius  Piffko,  on  behalf  of  the  Alberta 
Historical  Resources  Foundation,  present- 
ing a  cheque  for  $3,000  to  Harvey  Zerb, 
Treasurer  of  the  Niton  History  Book  Com- 
mittee, towards  publication  costs.) 
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THE  CROWSNEST  PASS  ECOMUSEUM 


Communities  across  Canada  are 
looking  at  new  ways  to  protect  and 
interpret  their  history  and  culture.  One 
"new  way"  is  the  ecomuseum  concept: 
a  way  of  looking  at  a  community  or 
region  and  its  relationship  to  its 
heritage.  This  concept  includes  sharing 
this  heritage  with  the  rest  of  Canada  and 
the  world,  while  the  local  economy  is 
diversified  and  expanded  to  include 
cultural  tourism. 

Because  of  the  diversity  of  history, 
culture,  economics  and  natural 
resources  in  communities  across  the 
country,  this  term  and  its  application 
must  be  defined  in  each  individual 
case. 

In  August  of  this  year,  the  Board  of 
the  Crowsnest  Pass  Ecomuseum  Trust 
struck  a  Planning  Committee  to 
determine  what  the  "ecomuseum" 
concept  could  mean  to  the  region  and 
determine  how  it  could  be  adopted  to 
benefit  the  community. 

The  Crowsnest  Pass  Ecomuseum 
Trust  is  a  Society  under  the  Societies 
Act  of  Alberta.  The  purpose  of  the 
Society  is  to  preserve,  restore, 
interpret,  enhance  and  maintain 
features  and  objects  of  historic,  natural, 
human  and  industrial  interest  in  the 
Crowsnest  Pass. 

The  Crowsnest  Pass  is  a  valley 
corridor  in  South westem  Alberta.  It  is 
the  southernmost  of  the  three  highway 
passes  that  cut  through  the  Rocky 
Mountains.  The  Pass  is  rich  in  cultural, 
historic  and  natural  resources.  Coal 
mining  is  the  major  industry  of  the  area. 
In  1979,  five  communities,  Coleman, 
Blairmore,  Frank,  Hillcrest  and 
Bellevue  were  amalgamated  into  the 
Municipality  of  Crowsnest  Pass. 


The  Ecomuseum  Trust  Society 
will: 

1 .  Promote  the  phased  development  of 
restoration  and  interpretation  of  the 
historic  and  coal  mining  corridor  of 
Crowsnest  Pass. 

2.  Acquire  co-operative  funding  from 
both  public  and  private  sources. 
The  development  of  an  historic  and 

coal  mining  corridor  will: 

1.  Enhance  and  benefit  the  cultural, 
educational,  historic,  natural  and 
economic  well-being  of  the  com- 
munity. 

2.  Strengthen  community  knowledge 
and  pride. 

3.  Realize  an  economic  investment  in 
historic  and  natural  resources  for  the 
community,  and 

4.  Show  a  continuing  economic 
growth  in  tourism  and  related 
industries. 

The  challenge  for  the  Trust,  the 
community,  public  and  private  sector, 
will  be  to  initiate  a  strategy  to  work 
together  in  a  co-operative  and  collabor- 
ative manner  to  develop  this  new 
concept  in  Alberta. 


{Representatives  of  various  government 
departments  and  funding  organizations  par- 
ticipated in  a  2 -day  meeting  to  learn  more 
about  the  plans  of  the  Ecomuseum.  Activi- 
ties included  a  helicopter  ride  over  the 
area.) 

—  Helen  Tremaine,  Executive  Director 
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SUMMER  EVENTS 


Cultural  Rendezvous  Culturel 
Celebrations  A  Huge  Success 


I 


Photo  Credit:  Tom  Maccagno 

Cultural  Rendezvous  Culturel  at 
Notre  Dame  des  Victoires  Mission,  Lac 
La  Biche,  June  30-July  3,  1988  was  "a 
success  beyond  our  wildest  imagin- 
ation," said  Tom  Maccagno,  President 
of  the  Lac  La  Biche  Preservation 
Society. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  reunion 
was  the  carrying  of  and  the  re-erection 
of  a  wooden  cross,  hand-hewed  by 
members  of  the  Owl  River  Metis,  Local 
295 1 .  The  Cross  is  a  copy  of  one  that 
stood  on  the  grounds  of  the  Mission 
when  the  Mission  was  in  operation. 


OLD  SCHOOL  HOUSE 
BECOMES  A  TREASURE 

Thanks  to  Lois  Soderstrom,  a  former 
teacher,  the  80  year  old  one-room  Cree 
Valley  School,  50  kilometres  west  of 
Wetaskiwin,  has  become  the  com- 
munity's treasure  rather  than  its 
derelict. 

Since  it  was  last  used  as  a  school  in 
1945,  the  building  has  been  used  for 
various  functions. 

After  purchasing  and  renovating  the 
school  with  the  help  of  a  $5,000  grant 
from  the  Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation,  Lois  Soderstrom  has  used 
the  building  to  house  her  business 
"Schoolhouse  Gifts  &  Antiques."  Her 
more  recent  plans  are  to  make  the 
school  the  centrepiece  of  a  Cree  Valley 
School  Museum  and  Cultural  Centre. 

To  celebrate  the  school's  80  years  of 
survival,  Lois  held  a  party  on  July  30- 
Aug.  1,  at  the  nearby  teacherage  she 
and  her  son  designed.  Art  Evans,  a 
Board  member,  attended  on  behalf  of 
the  Foundation. 


SIGN  OF  THE  TIMES  —  A  NEW  LOGO 

In  order  to  better  reflect  trends  that  signify  the  Foundation's 
involvement  in  preservation,  we  are  creating  a  new  logo.  We  are  conducting 
a  logo  contest  and  invite  our  members  to  submit  designs.  Deadline  is  January 
15th,  1989.  Please  help  us. 

A  prize  is  offered  for  the  winning  submission.  The  prize  is  a  matted  and 
framed  pen  and  ink  print  by  James  Marshall,  a  Medicine  Hat  artist. 

The  Board  reserves  the  right  to  make  the  final  decision. 
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RANGE  RIDERS  AND  BRONCOS 


In  the  early  1900s,  the  Battle  River  area 
near  Heisler,  Alberta,  had  only  a  few 
scattered  ranches  with  plenty  of  open  range 
for  horses  and  cattle.  During  the  winter  the 
horses  survived  on  their  own  by  pawing  the 
snow  for  prairie  wool  grass. 

For  Sunday  excitment,  riding  these  un- 
tamed horses  at  a  local  ranch,  brought 
people  from  miles  around.  All  it  took  to 
have  an  event  was  to  doubt  someone's 
ability  to  ride  a  certain  animal  and  range 
riders  from  distances  of  30-40  miles  would 
come  test  their  skills. 

One  of  the  ranches  which  held  such 
events  was  the  James  Crawford  Ranch,  AVi 
miles  west  of  Heisler.  The  Crawfords  had 
come  from  Iowa  in  1911  and  built  a  IVi- 
storey  house  and  a  large  red  bam,  which 
became  a  landmark  in  the  area. 

There  were  no  corrals  or  chutes.  The 
horse  to  be  ridden  was  roped,  snubbed  to  a 
saddle  horn  and  blindfolded  with  someone's 
coat  or  shirt.  The  saddling  and  mounting 
was  a  contest  between  horse  and  rider. 
When  things  were  somewhat  under  control, 
the  halter  rope  was  unwound  from  the  saddle 
horn  and  tossed  to  the  rider. 

The  rider,  pressing  his  spurs  to  the  buck- 
ing horse,  turned  most  of  these  wild  horses 
into  a  frenzy.  The  horse,  squealing  and 
groaning  in  rage,  resorted  to  all  kinds  of 
tricks  to  dislodge  the  rider. 

There  were  no  timers  or  judges  at  these 
event.  If  the  horse  and  rider  found  their  way 
back  to  the  starting  point,  it  was  considered  a 
good  ride  and  the  hat  was  passed  around. 

Many  of  these  Sunday  riders,  such  as 
Lawrence  Bruce  (and  later  his  son, 
Winston),  Casey  and  Frank  Paterson,  be- 
came top  Canadian  and  International  bronco 
riders.  Chuck  Jennings  did  trick  roping  with 
the  Buffalo  Bill  and  the  Wild  West  Shows, 
while  Art  Shire  is  remembered  as  one  brave 
rider  who  once  rode  a  buffalo  saddled 
backwards. 

Though  smaller  in  scale,  these  early 
rodeos  provided  as  much  excitement  as  the 
present  day  Calgary  Stampede. 


The  Crawford  Barn,  Heisler.  It  still  exists 
but  in  poor  condition. 


Photo  Credit:  The  Provincial  Archives 
of  Alberta  A-422-B 


A  rodeo,  similar  to  the  Sunday  rodeos,  taken 
at  Medicine  Hat,  1912. 


m 


Photo  Credit:  Wilbert  Northey 


Wilbert  Northey,  a  range  rider,  who  later 
became  head  of  the  police  crime  lab  in 
Seattle.  He  received  many  offers  to  help  in 
the  production  of  famous  crime  movies  and 
to  lecture  at  the  Los  Angeles  Police 
Academy.  Retired,  he  lives  in  California. 

by  Arthur  J.  Hamerl 
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THE  ST.  ANN  RANCH 


The  founder  of  the  St.  Ann  Ranch 
and  Trochu  Valley  was  Armand 
Trochu,  a  Parisian  stockbroker,  whose 
uncle,  General  Louis  Jules  Trochu,  was 
governor  of  Paris  during  the  1870 
Franco-Prussian  War. 

Arriving  in  Calgary  around  1902, 
Armand  Trochu  was  fascinated  by 
stories  of  ranching  and  decided  he,  too, 
wanted  to  be  a  rancher. 

With  the  help  of  a  friend,  he  found 
the  ideal  site  for  his  ranch  in  a  pic- 
turesque valley  below  what  is  now 
Trochu,  but  found  the  land  belonged  to 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  In 
October,  1903,  however,  he  was 
granted  a  homestead  in  the  valley, 
where  he  formed  a  partnership  with  a 
Mr.  Tabary,  a  wealthy  Frenchman  he 
met  in  Calgary.  This  venture  did  not 
work  out,  so  in  1904  Armand  Trochu 
went  to  France  to  secure  funding. 

While  in  France  he  met  several  ex- 
cavalry  officers  who  were  enthusiastic 
in  coming  to  Trochu  Valley.  Two  of 
these  officers,  Leon  Charles  Ecken- 
felder  and  Joseph  Devilder,  became 
partners  with  Trochu  in  a  company 
called  the  St.  Ann  Ranch  Trading 
Company.  At  the  outset  the  ranch, 
never  very  large,  confined  its  activities 
to  horse  breeding  and  later  stock  cattle 
and  hogs.  The  ranch  soon  became  a 
hospitality  centre  for  the  surrounding 
area.  Other  settlers  arrived  in  the  area, 
many  of  whom  stayed  a  short  while  at 
the  ranch. 

To  accommodate  the  guests,  a  build- 
ing called  'The  Stopping  Place'  was 
built,  and  later  on  a  blacksmith  shop 
and  bam.  'The  Stopping  Place'  also 
contained  a  small  store  and  post  office. 
Mr.  Trochu  served  as  its  first  post- 
master. 


In  1907,  with  the  prospect  of  the 
C.P.R.  building  a  line  nearby,  the 
ranch  undertook  to  build  a  village  on 
the  bank  above  the  ranch.  It  was  named 
Trochu  Valley,  later  shortened  to 
Trochu.  The  village  soon  had  a  general 
store,  a  livery  barn  and  other 
businesses. 

In  the  spring,  1908,  Mr.  Devilder, 
the  wealthier  officer,  returned  to 
France  to  manage  his  father's  bank. 
With  his  departure,  the  St.  Ann  Ranch 
Trading  Company  gradually  folded  and 
many  of  the  French  officers  returned  to 
France  to  defend  their  country  in  the 
1914-1918  War. 

Mr.  Devilder's  and  Mr.  Ecken- 
felder's  homes  and  a  bam  are  the  only 
buildings  that  have  survived.  The 
present  ranch  owners,  Louis  and 
Lorene  Frere,  and  a  group  of  Trochu 
citizens  are  hoping  to  have  the  ranch 
designated  an  historic  site. 

The  Freres'  objective  is  to  have  the 
30-room  Devilder  home  restored  to  its 
1 905  condition  and  open  it  to  the  public 
as  a  bed  and  breakfast  place,  with  three 
tea  rooms  on  the  main  floor  and  an  Old 
Fashioned  Ice  Cream  Parlour  on  the 
lower  level.  The  Eckenfelder  log  home 
would  become  a  museum.  With  a  grant 
from  the  Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation,  Lorene  Frere  travelled  to 
England,  France  and  Victoria  to  meet 
the  three  founders'  relatives.  With  their 
help,  Lorene  arrived  home  with 
numerous  photographs,  taped  inter- 
views and  other  important  historical 
documents  related  to  the  three  founders 
and  the  ranch. 
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IND  TROCHU  VALLEY 

I 


Credit:  Glenbow  Museum  Archives 


View  of  Trochu  Valley  and  the  St.  Ann  Ranch  Trading  Company  Headquarters 
(1907) 

The  3  white  houses  are: 
Left:  Leon  C.  Eckenfeldef  s  log  house 
Centre:  Joseph  Devilder's  two-storey  house 
Right:  Armand  Trochu' s  house 


(Photos:  Lorene  Frere  collection) 


(1905 ? )  Eckenfelder  Log  Cabin 
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CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 


RAMSAY  SCHOOL, 
CALGARY  75th 
ANNIVERSARY  REUNION 


Photo  Credit:  Neil  Ellison 


Grade  V  class  —  1930-31 .  Second  on 
left,  front  row:  Art  Evans,  Edmonton, 
one  of  the  Foundation's  Board  of 
Directors. 

The  Ramsay  Elementary  School, 
2223  Spiller  Road  S.E.,  Calgary,  is 
celebrating  its  75th  Anniversary 
Reunion,  October  7th- 10th,  1988. 

The  event  includes  classroom  visits 
with  today's  students,  open  house  at  the 
school,  a  reception  at  the  Calgary 
Convention  Centre,  a  Homecoming 
dinner/dance  at  the  Silver  Dollar 
Centre  and  an  old  time  skating  party  at 
the  Olympic  Oval. 

For  further  information  contact: 
Ramsay  Reunion,  c/o  1032  -  21st 
Avenue  S.E.,  Calgary  T2G  1N2  or 
Betty  265-5713  or  Bonnie  262-8105. 

MAP  EXfflBIT 

The  Friends  of  Geographical  Names 
of  Alberta  Society  in  conjunction  with 
Alberta  Culture  and  Multiculturalism, 
are  presenting  a  Map  Exhibit  at  the 
Provincial  Museum  of  Alberta, 
Edmonton,  October  2-November  13, 
1988.  The  exhibit  is  called  From 
Terra  Incognita  To  The  Prairie 
West:  A  Map  Exhibit. 

It  is  a  visual  history  of  Canada's 
changing  cartography,  geography, 
geology,  economic  growth  and  cultural 
development  from  1566  to  1988. 


85  YEAR  OLD 
DRILLING  RIG  FOR  SALE 

A  complete  drilling  rig,  manu- 
factured in  1903  by  National  Supply 
Company,  will  be  up  for  auction  in 
Calgary  in  mid-October,  1988. 

This  rare  and  interesting  piece  of 
Alberta's  petroleum  history  is  on  dis- 
play at  the  Altamont  Museum  in 
Coutts,  Alberta.  The  McLaren  Auction 
House  is  promoting  this  sale  inter- 
nationally, which  presents  the  danger 
of  this  valuable  artifact  being  sold  to  a 
buyer  outside  of  Canada. 

The  cable-tool  drilling  outfit  is  in 
good  condition,  complete  with  plat- 
form, derrick,  tool  shed,  drive  engine 
and  tools,  and  bears  a  plaque  with  the 
manufacturer's  name,  year  of  manu- 
facture and  the  serial  number  B7-3. 

The  derrick,  which  is  a  mast-like 
structure,  is  approximately  65  feet  tall 
and  is  made  of  steel  in  three  sections 
which  are  bolted  together  to  facilitate 
transport.  Three  large  pulleys  made  of 
wood  are  mounted  on  the  platform.  The 
drive  engine  is  a  natural  gas-powered 
four-cylinder  Buffalo  engine,  housed 
in  a  separate  shed,  with  a  crude  electric 
starter. 

There  is  also  a  steam  generator  to  run 
the  lighting,  a  large  water  tank,  an  extra 
cylinder  block,  drilling  bits,  jars, 
cables,  tongs,  pullers,  an  escape  line, 
wrenches,  sledge  hammer  and  other 
tools. 

It  is  believed  the  rig  worked  in  the 
Turner  Valley  area  until  the  1920s. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  unusual  rig  will 
stay  in  Alberta. 

For  further  information  contact:  Mr. 
Mike  Gorman,  McLaren  Auction  Inc., 
Calgary,  279-0415. 

—  Petroleum  History  Society, 
September,  1988 
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ITEMS  OF  INTEREST 


FOUNDATION  CHAIRMAN 
THRICE  HONORED 


% 

Photo  Credit:  Macleod  Gazette 

Joe  Crowshoe  (Peigan  Elder) 
presenting  Hugh  Craig  (the  Founda- 
tion's Chairman),  with  a  Buffalo  Skull 
on  his  80th  birthday. 

On  July  6th,  1988,  a  surprise  party, 
organized  by  the  Friends  at  Head- 
Smashed-In  Interpretative  Centre,  was 
held  at  the  site  to  celebrate  Hugh 
Craig's  80th  birthday. 

Guests  included  officials  from  the 
federal  and  provincial  governments, 
tourism,  native  bands  and  many 
friends. 

The  event  included  a  Blackfoot 
language  blessing,  gift  presentations 
and  a  special  performance  by  the  Great 
West  Theatre  Company. 

Among  the  gifts  was  a  decorated 
sacred  buffalo  skull  and  peace  pipe, 
presented  by  Peigan  Band  Elder,  Joe 
Crowshoe,  and  personal  letters  of 
congratulations  from  Prime  Minister 
Brian  Mulroney  and  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Helen  Hunley. 

At  another  ceremony,  held  during 
the  1st  Anniversary  PowPow  at  Head- 
Smashed-In  Interpretative  Centre  July 
22-24,  Hugh  received  the  name 
"Buffalo  Skull"  (ii  nu  to  kaan).  The 


name  derives  from  the  buffalo  skuU 
presented  to  Hugh  on  his  80th  birthday 
and  for  his  many  years  of  effort  and 
worth  with  the  Blackfoot  people. 

The  third  honour  recently  bestowed 
on  Hugh  is  the  Order  of  Canada,  an 
Order  honouring  those  who  have  given 
service  to  their  fellow  citizens  or  to 
humanity  at  large.  Hugh  will  receive 
this  honour  at  Government  House  in 
Ottawa  in  October  or  November. 


OLD  MAN  REGIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE 
HONOURED 

At  the  Naming  Ceremony  held  on  the 
1st  Anniversary  PowPow  at  Head- 
Smashed-In  Interpretative  Centre  July 
22-24,  Donna  Coulter,  the  Founda- 
tion's Old  Man  Regional  Represent- 
ative, was  given  the  name  Otter 
Woman  (amo  ni  saki). 

The  Honour  was  given  for  the  role 
Donna  played  in  the  development  of  the 
Friends  of  Head-Smashed-In  Buffalo 
Jump  Society. 


Photo  Credit:  Connie  Sidwell 

Rufus  Good  Striker  escorted  Hugh 
Craig,  "Buffalo  Skull,"  while  Joe 
Crowshoe  escorted  Donna  Coulter 
"Otter  Woman,"  following  the  Naming 
Ceremony. 
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BANK  OF  MONTREAL 
DOORS  TO  CLOSE 


Photo  Credit:  Calgary  Heritage  Advisory  Board 

The  Bank  of  Montreal  has  an- 
nounced it  will  close  its  regional  head 
office  and  main  street  branch  at  First 
Street  West  and  8th  Avenue,  Calgary. 
The  bank  has  served  its  patrons  from 
this  site  since  1886. 

Originally  "the"  bank  was  a  wooden 
building  but  was  replaced  by  a  turreted 
sandstone  block  in  1889.  The  present 
building  was  erected  over  three  years 
(1929-1932). 

Built  of  Manitoba  Tyndall  lime- 
stone, the  building  is  considered  "one 
of  the  best  examples  of  a  neo-classical 
structure  in  Calgary." 

Designed  by  Frederick  Rea,  a 
Montreal  architect,  the  building  has  a 
pillared  main  entrance  on  8th  Avenue 
that  supports  a  stone  pediment,  which 
features  a  carved  relief.  The  Bank's 
Coat  of  Arms  is  the  central  component 
of  the  relief,  flanked  by  Indians,  pine 
trees,  tipis  and  beavers.  A  smaller 
version  in  brass,  is  above  the  bank 
offices  door  to  the  east. 

Much  of  the  interior  has  been  reno- 
vated. Some  of  the  original  features 
that  do  remain,  however,  are  the 
marble  counters,  the  patron  stands  and 
lighting  stands,  reminiscent  of  temple 
lamps. 

The  new  Bank  of  Montreal's  main 
branch  is  located  at  7th  Avenue  and  3rd 
Street  South  West. 


The  Bank  of  Montreal  on  8th  Avenue 
West,  is  of  major  significance  both 
historically  and  architecturally  to  the 
street  scape  on  Stephen  Avenue  (8th 
Avenue).  The  Calgary  heritage 
Advisory  Board  is  hopeful  that  another 
business  will  find  it  feasible  to  keep  the 
building  open. 

—  Donna  Bloomfield 


A  TRIBUTE  TO 
LOCAL-RURAL  SCHOOLS 
1896-1956 

On  Sunday,  September  11th,  1988, 
the  Nose  Creek  Historical  Society 
sponsored  its  Seventeenth  Local 
Historical  Recognition  ceremony  in 
tribute  to  Local-Rural  Schools  1896- 
1956,  at  the  Nose  Creek  Valley 
Museum,  Airdrie. 

The  16-page  brochure  for  the  Inter- 
denominational church  service,  in- 
cluded a  tribute  to  the  Local  and  Rural 
schools  by  Redvers  Perry,  a  list  of 
historic  plaques  erected  by  the  Society, 
a  list  of  Centennial  Celebrations  and 
fifteen  pages  of  personal  accounts  by 
former  students. 


FRIENDS  OF 
GEOGRAPHICAL  NAMES 
OF  ALBERTA  SOCIETY 

This  newly-established  society  is  a 
registered  non-profit  organization 
dedicated  to  the  promotion  of  public 
awareness  of  Alberta's  Geographical 
Names. 

The  Society  publishes  a  Bi-monthly 
newsletter  called  The  Namedropper. 

To  become  a  member  of  the  Society 
contact:  Aphrodite  Karamitsanis,  tele- 
phone: 431-2357. 
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CALGARY  MILITARY 
MUSEUMS  SOCIETY 


A  RESEARCH  CENTRE 
FOR  CANADIAN  STUDIES 


The  Lord  Strathcona's  Horse  (Royal 
Canadians)  the  Princess  Patricia's 
Canadian  Light  Infantry,  the  King's 
Own  Calgary  Regiment,  and  the 
Calgary  Highlanders,  have  joined 
together  with  Canadian  Forces  Base, 
Calgary,  to  create  the  Calgary  Military 
Museums  Society. 

The  Society  has  been  incorporated  as 
a  non-profit  organization  and  has  been 
granted  charitable  status. 

The  Society,  once  it  has  secured  its 
$4  million  budget  through  donations 
and  grants,  will  be  transforming  the 
recentfy  vacated  Sir  Sam  Steele  School 
(adjacent  to  the  CFB  Calgary)  into  the 
"Museum  of  the  Regiments." 

The  new  facility  will  house,  in  an 
environmentally  controlled  atmo- 
sphere, the  four  regimental  collections. 

The  opening  date  for  the  Museum  is 
tentatively  scheduled  for  August, 
1989. 


PROJECT  2005 

A  well-attended  and  successful 
workshop  was  held  in  Red  Deer  last 
May  to  discuss  the  feasibility  of  a 
proposal  to  publish  a  multi-volume 
history  of  our  province.  This  would  be 
in  honour  of  Alberta's  centenary  in 
2005,  hence  the  title.  It  was  agreed  that 
such  a  scheme  was  feasible,  and  the 
organizers  are  now  putting  together  a 
proposal  based  on  the  comments  and 
discussions  which  took  place.  Board 
Member,  Elise  Corbet,  represented  the 
Foundation  at  the  workshop. 


A  research  centre  for  Canadian 
studies  and  communications  is  cur- 
rently being  established  by  the  Faculty 
of  General  Studies  at  the  University  of 
Calgary. 

The  aim  is  to  develop  a  setting  in  the 
western  region  to  encourage  research 
on  Canada's  cultural,  social  and 
intellectual  life. 

Besides  facilitating  and  stimulating 
research  within  the  academic  com- 
munities, the  centre  hopes  to  reach  out 
to  and  involve  individuals,  groups  and 
associations  in  the  western  region.  Of 
particular  interest  are  people  working 
in  cultural  areas  such  as  heritage 
conservation,  the  arts  and  museums. 

The  Centre  has  already  been 
involved  in  projects  with  the  National 
Association  for  Canadian  Studies,  and 
in  the  fall  of  '87  hosted  a  conference  on 
the  Meech  Lake  Accord  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Calgary.  A  book,  Meech 
Lake  and  Canada:  Perspectives  from 
the  West,  published  in  August  1988, 
was  a  direct  result  of  this  first 
conference. 

A  second  conference  is  being  plan- 
ned now  for  November  on  "Alternative 
Forms  of  Critical  Practice." 

For  further  information  contact:  The 
Project  Centre  for  Canadian  Studies 
and  Communications,  Faculty  of 
General  Studies,  University  of  Calgary 
or  call  220-7862. 
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FORMER  DIRECTOR  WINS 
HISTORICAL  AWARD 


A  former  director  of  the  Foundation, 
Shirley  Ayer,  was  presented  with  this 
year's  Recognition  Award  by  the 
Edmonton  Historical  Board  and  the 
City  of  Edmonton.  A  special  ceremony 
was  held  in  the  Clerks'  Quarters  at  Fort 
Edmonton  on  September  8th,  1988. 

The  award,  presented  each  year, 
recognizes  the  contribution  individuals 
and  groups  have  made  to  the  historical 
preservation  of  the  City  of  Edmonton. 

Shirley  received  the  award  in  recog- 
nition of  the  historical  preservation 
work  she  undertook  during  her  term  as 
president  of  SPARE  —  the  Society  for 
the  Protection  of  Architectural 
Resources  in  Edmonton. 

UNITED  STATES  NATIONAL 
TRUST  VISITS  ALBERTA 

In  mid- June,  the  National  Trust  for 
Historic  Preservation  in  the  United 
States  visited  Calgary  during  its 
"Canadian  Rockies"  tour  which 
included  Lake  Louise,  Banff,  Jasper  as 
well  as  Vancouver. 

While  in  Calgary,  they  held  a 
reception  and  dinner  at  the  Palliser 
Hotel,  to  which  they  invited  represent- 
atives from  the  various  local  heritage 
organizations.  Esther  Brown,  Director 
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of  Programmes,  represented  the 
Foundation. 

The  National  Trust  for  Historic 
Preservation,  with  a  membership  of 
215,000,  is  the  only  national  organiz- 
ation in  the  United  States  that  is 
dedicated  to  the  preservation  and 
maintenance  of  historical  structures. 

Anyone  wishing  to  learn  more  about 
the  Trust,  its  address  is  1785 
Massachusetts  Avenue  N.W., 
Washington,  D.C.  20036. 


DINOSAUR  VALLEY 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY'S 
HERITAGE  AWARD  WINNERS 


Left  to  right:  Barry  Graham,  President, 
East  Coulee  School  Museum,  John  and  Sally 
Parsons,  Nick  Wozney  and  Vern 
Verstrepen.  Nick  Wozney  received  the 
Commercial  Restoration  Award  for  the  Big 
Country  Educational  Consortium. 

At  the  Dinosaur  Valley  Heritage 
Society's  3rd  Annual  General  Meeting 
held  in  Drumheller,  June  30th,  1988, 
heritage  awards  were  presented  to  the 
following  winners: 

Heritage  Service  Award:  Vern 
Verstrepen,  Nacmine,  and  Steve 
Wolchina,  Hesketh,  for  rescuing 
historic  photographs,  dating  from 
1900-1940,  from  a  local  garbage 
dump. 

Residential  Restoration  Award: 

John  and  Sally  Parsons,  Drumheller, 
for  the  restoration  of  their  historic 
home. 

Commercial  Restoration  Award: 

Big  Country  Educational  Consortium 
for  the  preservation  of  the  Old  Drum- 
heller High  School. 


^^^^i^^i  Books 


THEN  AND  NOW 

A  local  history  of  the  Niton-Foley  Timber 
area  (highway  16,  east  of  Edson)  outlining 
the  history  of  the  churches,  schools,  indus- 
tries, businesses,  community  organizations 
and  family  histories  of  the  area. 

Contact:  Maureen  Hanson,  Niton-FoIey 
Historical  Society,  Box  81,  Niton  Junction, 
Alta.  TOE  ISO.  Price:  $30.00  plus  postage. 


BETWEEN  RIVER  AND  LAKE 

A  local  history  of  the  Lobstick  settlement. 
North  Bank,  Pine  Creek,  and  Smokey  Lake 
Centre  (now  Warspite)  area,  published  by 
the  Warspite-Victoria  Trail  Historical 
Society.  (464  pp). 

Contact:  (Mrs.)  Pauline  Feniak, 
Warspite-Victoria  Trail  Historical  Society, 
Box  33,  Warspite,  Alta.  TOA  3N0.  Price: 
$50.00  plus  postage. 


THE  EDSON  TO 
GRANDE  PRAIRIE  TRAIL 

A  fascinating  story  of  the  building  of  this 
Trail  and  the  many  adventures  of  the  people 
who  travelled  it.  (Hardback,  221  pp). 

Contact:  The  DeBolt  &  District  Pioneer 
Museum  Society,  Box  386,  DeBolt,  Alta. 
TOH  IBO.  Price:  $25.00  plus  postage. 

THE  WILD  EXCITING  YEARS 
ON  THE  BATTLE  RIVER 
1920-1930 

by  Arthur  Hamerl 

This  49  pp  paperback  contains  a  series  of 
reminiscences  of  the  author  growing  up  on  a 
farm  in  the  Battle  River  area. 

Available  at  the  Guild  Gallery,  910  -  8th 
Avenue  S.W.,  Calgary,  Alta.  T2P  1H8. 
Price:  $2.95. 


RENDEZVOUS  —  NOTRE  DAME 
DES  VICTOIRES 

by  Mike  Maccagno 

This  paperback  is  an  historical  account  of 
the  Notre  Dame  des  Victoires,  prepared  by 
Mike  Maccagno,  as  a  memento  for  the 
Cultural  Rendezvous  Culturel  celebrations, 
held  in  Lac  La  Biche  June  30-July  3,  1988. 

It  contains  many  photographs,  documents 
and  letters,  translated  from  French  into 
English,  of  the  eariy  Oblate  Brothers  and 
Sisters  of  Charity,  who  were  involved  with 
the  Mission. 

Contact:  The  Lac  La  Biche  Historical 
Preservation  Society,  Box  1622,  Lac  La 
Biche,  Alta.  TOA  2C0.  Price:  $42.00. 


CALGARY: 
A  DECADE  OF  HERITAGE 

Published  by  the  City  of  Calgary  Heritage 
Advisory  Board,  this  paperback  pays  tribute 
to  the  recent  change  in  attitude  about  old 
buildings.  Included  are  several  examples  of 
good  buildings  in  Calgary  that  should  have 
been  preserved  as  well  as  examples  of  land- 
marks that  have  been  saved  and  taken  on  a 
new  life. 

Available  at  the  City  Planning  Depart- 
ment, 3rd  floor.  Municipal  Building,  800 
MacleodTr.  S.E.,  Calgary,  Alta.  T2P2M5. 
Price:  $8.00. 


THE  WEATHER  FACTORY 

A  pictorial  history  of  Medicine  Hat  by 
David  C.  Jones,  L.  J.  Roy  Wilson  and 
Donny  White.  Published  by  the  Western 
Producer  Prairie  Books,  Saskatoon,  Sask., 
1988.  Price:  $14.95  plus  postage. 

Contact:  Dr.  David  C.  Jones,  6703  Hunt- 
chester  Rd.  N.E.,  Calgary,  Alta.  T2K  5E6. 
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HERITAGE  AWARD  NOMINATIONS 
INVITED 


Nominations  for  the  1989  Heritage  Awards  are  now  being  accepted  by  the 
Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation.  The  Foundation  offers  awards  in  four 
categories  to  recognize  Albertans'  efforts  to  preserve  our  province's  past. 

The  following  categories  honor  significant  contributions  over  a  wide  range  of 
heritage  preservation  activities. 

The  ARCHITECTURAL  HERITAGE  AWARD  category  has  one  com 
mercial  and  one  residential  award  to  recognize  outstanding  efforts  in  preserving  a 
building  or  group  of  buildings. 

The  HERITAGE  SITES  AND  ARTIFACTS  AWARD  category  is  avail- 
able for  individuals  or  groups  who  have  worked  to  save  Alberta's  visible  heritage 
through  preservation  of  its  sites  and  artifacts. 

The  HERITAGE  SERVICE  AWARD  is  for  exemplary  service  in  encour- 
aging province-wide  or  local  heritage  preservation  through  public  awareness. 

The  prestigious  AWARD  OF  HONOR  offers  one  award  in  recognition  of 
the  highest  possible  contribution  to  historical  preservation  to  a  person  who  has 
shown  on-going  dedication  to  the  preservation  of  Alberta's  past. 

Nomination  forms  are  available  by  writing  or  phoning  the  Alberta  Historical 
Resources  Foundation.  Callers  out  of  Calgary  may  use  the  toll-free  provincial 
government  RITE  line.  To  obtain  the  RITE  number  of  your  area,  consult  your 
local  phone  directory. 

Nominations  must  be  received  by  February  3rd,  1989. 

Presentations  will  be  made  during  the  combined  Annual  General  Meeting  of 
the  Historical  Society  of  Alberta  and  the  Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 
on  May  13th,  1989,  in  Lethbridge. 

Contact:  Dorothy  Famish 

Alberta  Historical  Resources  Foundation 

102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E. 

Calgary,  AB  T2G  0K6  (403)  297-7320 


The  deadline  for  submission  of  items  and  articles  for  publication  in  The 
Cornerstone  are  as  follows: 

Spring  Issue    February  1st 

Summer  Issue   May  15th 

Fall  Issue   August  15th 

Winter  Issue   November  15th 
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